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     Alykul Osmonov, born in Kaptal Aryk of Kyrgyzstan’s Panfilov Region in 1915, was a 
Kyrgyz akïn (poet, bard).  His fate, according to his contempories and fellow writers, has 
been marked by a series of tragic events that have left an indelible impression on his extraor-
dinary, singular talent.�  As an akïn, he nurtured a rare sincerity and honesty within his songs 
that helped accent the beauty and value of life in spite of the many hardships he was con-
fronted with.  In his song “Waves of the Lake,” Osmonov’s candor and humility hint at the 
struggles within his life.

          Кантейин жазмыш күчү руксат бербейт,
          Заманга иштер элем далайга өлбөй.� 

          If only the power of writing had allowed me,
          I would have written for eternity.

     Indeed fate was not so kind towards the young akïn. When he was a young boy, both of 
his parents passed away, and he was placed in an orphanage.�  Perhaps it can be consid-
ered that fate’s hardships had prepared Osmonov for his own destiny as an outstanding akïn.  
While at the orphanage, he had developed a fascination for reading and writing as well as for 
an understanding of the secrets of the art of poetry/singing (akïndïk önördün sïrlarï).�  By 
1932, he had begun creating his first songs and five years later in 1937 had published the
first collection of his poetry.�

     The topics and the ideas of Alykul’s lyrical poetry prove that he has been a very particular 
and unique akïn. This uniqueness is based on his endless love for his motherland and espe-
cially for nature itself. Motherland and nature were frequent themes of his writings. When 
reading Alykul’s songs devoted to the beauty of the Kyrgyz land, it becomes quite obvious 
that the land on which the Kyrgyz people work and live is enriched with beauty and made all 
the more attractive and substantive through his lyrics. This is accomplished by the aggrandiz-
ing attributes he gives to such natural settings as the Alatoo, a soaring mountainous chain 
granted with seemingly unexceeding heights and vastness, and the Ïssïk Köl, a sacred lake 
made more mesmerizing  through the usage of an elegiac tone.�

     Whenever happy or upset, humans have a natural inclination to share their grief, feelings,
thoughts and joys with those close by. Osmonov, however, had a tendency to share all his 
sentiments and emotions with nature. In essence, nature had become Osmonov’s closest con-
fidant. Anyone familiar with his life story will undoubtedly be unable to separate nature from 
Alykul because they were closely connected with each other. Every song created by the akïn, 
whether about life, health, death, sadness, love or about youth, points towards one direction: 
nature and the environment.

     More specifically, Osmonov treated  the Ïssïk Köl as his motherland, his parents, love 
and even as his calmly sleeping child. After losing his own child to a sudden and fatal illness,
Osmonov turned to the waves of Saint Ïssïk Köl to share his pain and grief.�  From his medi-
tations on the shores of the Ïssïk Köl he created some of his most poignant works: “Көл 
Ата”, “Кыргыз көлү”, and “Мен көлүмө келгенде” among others.
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Alykul Osmonov’s life was
cut short in late 1950 due to
complications from pulmo-
nary pneumonia. Despite
this, his collections of poems 
have continued to live on in 
the hearts and minds of the 
Kyrgyz. (AR)

According to the words of
A. Jakshylikov, it is of no
coincidence that Osmonov
was born on March 21st,
the day commemorating 
both Nooruz and Poetry. 
Below is his gravemarker at 
Ala Archa, just outside 
Bishkek. (AR)
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     As one of his contemporaries remarked: “All of Alykul’s poetry is drenched with the wa-
ter of his motherland, mixed with the morning sunshine, fragranced with an aroma of early 
ripe fruit in a garden, and is blown with the breeze of Lake Ïssïk Köl”.�

    Unfortunately, the akïn passed away at a very young age in 1950 due to health complica-
tions.  Osmonov once compared his failing health to a dying flower that has all too early fro-
zen up and withered away before impressing the world with its own contribution.�  But the 
akïn did not pass on without having made his own contribution.  Osmonov has left a resona-
ting mark on Kyrgyz literature in the short span of his thirty-five years of life.  Indeed, traces 
of Osmonov live on in the hearts of every Kyrgyz, are hidden in the depths of Lake Ïssïk Köl
and eternalized through  his everlasting compositions.
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A statue of the akïn can be 
found in front of the 
National Library of 
Kyrgyzstan in Bishkek. 
(AR)

Osmonov is also currently 
featured on the obverse of 
the Kyrgyz 200 som note. 
(AR)

 

 

 


