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Central and Inner Asian Studies at the University of Washington

                                                 

     

     
     The Central - Inner Asian Studies Seminar (CIASS) celebrated “25 Years of Continuous 
Weekly Seminars on Central/Inner Asian Studies”  during the Spring 2012 quarter.  The 
founding of the Central - Inner Asian Studies Seminar, first called the “Central Asian Studies 
Group,” was inspired by the “Inner Asia Colloquium” which Professor Nicholas Poppe had 
established soon after he had joined the faculty of the University of Washington’s Far Eastern 
and Russian Institute (now: The Jackson School of International Studies) in 1949.

     Established in 1987, the twice-weekly CIASS has focused on giving scholars and students 
the opportunity to share information and ideas, research projects, and experiences of recent 
travellers to Central and Inner Asia with the academic community of the University of 
Washington and with the City of Seattle‘s public at large.  Additionally, timely round-table 
discussions (e.g. “Unrest and Interim Government in Kyrgyzstan”;  “Representatives of 
Kazakh, Kyrgyz and Uzbek Youth Reflect on their Countries’  20 Years of  Independence”) 
hosted by the CIASS have also allowed members of the community to engage visitors from 
the region, thereby creating a unique dialogue based on first-hand experiences.

     One of the key features, setting the seminar series apart from others, is the attention it 
gives to recent publications from the region.  The CIASS is the only program of its kind in the 
United States (and possibly in the world) providing regular book reviews on items published 
in the republics of the area.  The effect is two-fold.  First, by discussing comparatively works 
from the region, published in the local languages, seminar participants are able to gain valu-
able insights into the private and public worlds of Central and Inner Asians (e.g. “Recent 
Publications in/on Kazakhstan: Roza Spanova. Biz Biletin Jeltoqsan. Estelik Esse (The De-
monstrations in December 1986 (Jeltoqsan) We Know. Notes of Remembrance). Jalïn Baspasï: 
Alma Ata, 2000.”).  Second, through these reviews, authors and publishers relatively un-
known in the West are brought to the forefront for interested readers to appreciate (e.g.  
Altïnsarïn, Jusupov, and Qodirov among others). 

     Among one of the many other accomplishments of the CIASS is the creation of the Kazakh 
& Kyrgyz Studies Bulletin in 1993 and the Journal of Central and Inner Asian Dialogue 
(JCIAD) and its supplementary newsletter, JCIAD News. The former, though short-lived for 
lack of funding, nevertheless caught the attention of the presidents of Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan, who both wrote letters of appreciation to the editor.  The latter, the  JCIAD, has 
been inspired by and modeled on the efforts of its predecessor, the Kazakh and Kyrgyz Studies 
Bulletin. 

     The CIASS is jointly sponsored by the University of Washington’s Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilization (NELC) and the Russian, East European and Central 
Asian Studies Program (REECAS), Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies (JSIS).  
It is organized by Dr. Ilse Cirtautas.  All CIASS meetings are free to students, faculty and the 
public.  For more information on the Central - Inner Asian Studies Seminar, please contact 
Dr. Ilse Cirtautas by email at icirt@u.washington.edu.

(AR)
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The Central - Inner Asian Studies Seminar:
“25 Years of Continuous Weekly Seminars

On Central/Inner Asian Studies”

*

 

Dr. Cirtautas, above, began 
teaching Central Asian 
Studies, with emphasis on 
Comparative Turkic Studies 
(Turkology), introducing 
the field as a new subject at 
Indiana University in 1965 
and  at the UW in 1968.  In 
1987, she founded the 
Central Asian Studies 
Group, now called the 
Central - Inner Asian 
Studies Seminar (CIASS).  

Among the CIASS’ accom-
plishments is the creation of 
the Kazakh & Kyrgyz Studies 
Bulletin in 1993 (below).

Programs and Events
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     The 24th Annual Nicholas Poppe Symposium was held on Saturday, May 19th, 2012  from 
8:30 am to 5:30 pm in Denny Hall, University of Washington (UW), Seattle.  Papers and a 
round table discussion centered on “Spiritual Ecology in Central/Inner Asia and Other Parts 
of the World.” The emphasis was on literary expressions of spiritual relationships to nature 
and the environment. Among the presentations were "Nomadic Spiritual Ecology in Contem-
porary Mongol Literature” by  Simon Wickham-Smith, Ph. D. Candidate, Independent Ph. D. 
Program, UW,  and “Chingiz Aitmatov’s  “The White Ship (1970): A Plea to the Kyrgyz to 
Revive their Spiritual Connection with Nature” by  Ilse Cirtautas, Professor, Department of 
Near Eastern Languages & Civilization, UW.  Round table discussions were also set up focus-
ing on “Spiritual Ecology in the Education of Children” and “Spiritual Ecology and the Quest 
for a Sustainable World.”

     The Symposium was organized by Professor Ilse Cirtautas and supported by the Associa-
tion of Central Asian Students, UW.  The event was sponsored by the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages & Civilization and the Herbert Ellison Center for Russian, East European 
and Central Asian Studies, Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies, UW.

(IC)

     

     The 18th Annual REECAS-NW Conference was held on Saturday, April 21st , 2012 at
Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington. The conference was organized by the 
Ellison Center for Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies in the Jackson School of
International Studies at the University of Washington and Evergreen State College.

     The conference welcomed students, faculty and staff from institutions of higher learning 
from throughout the Pacific Northwest, as well as K-12 educators and the general public. 
Admission to the conference was free and there was no registration required. Coffee, tea and 
pastries were provided between 9:30 am - 10:00 am. All conference participants were invited 
to attend a reception following the conference.

(AR)

Note: 

1. Jeffrey Ostler, “ ‘They Regard Their Passing As Wakan’: Interpreting Western Sioux Ex-
planations for the Bison's Decline,” The Western Historical Quarterly 30.4 (1999), 480. 
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24th Annual Nicholas Poppe Symposium
on Central/Inner Asian Studies 

The 18th Annual 
Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies 

Northwest (REECAS-NW) Conference 

 

At the heart of spiritual 
ecology is the idea, shared 
among the Turkic and 
Mongolian peoples of Cen- 
tral/Inner Asia, of a deep 
spiritual connection be- 
tween man and the natural 
world.  Native Americans, 
likewise, regard fauna [e.g. 
buffalo, horses, etc.), flora 
and other forms of nature  
as “spiritual beings and. . . 
human relatives. . . capable 
of appearing and speaking 
to people in visions or 
dreams.”  �  (AR)    

This sentiment serves as the 
basis of  Turkic and Mongo-
lian oral  literary traditions.  
Traces of this can still be 
found among some of to- 
day’s  Central/Inner Asian  
written literature as in The 
White Ship by Chingiz 
Aitmatov (1928-2008). (AR)

Programs and Events
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     The Foundation for International Understanding Through Students (FIUTS) was incorpo-
rated as a non-profit organization on August 28, 1948, and is one of the oldest organizations 
of its kind in the USA. The goal of FIUTS is to promote global peace and understanding by 
extending hospitality and community connections to visiting international students.

     Since its foundation in 1948, FIUTS has become a well-established and respected member 
of the University of Washington (UW) and the Seattle community working with thousands of 
students and scholars from around the world. The Annual FIUTS Cultural Festival, held Feb-
ruary 10th, 2012 in Meany Hall, University of Washington, is an event that has become a 
widely anticipated festival bringing together students, faculty and friends of the Seattle global 
community with their display and celebration of cultural diversity. A proud participant in these 
annual events is the UW’s Association of Central Asian Students (ACAS) who this year pre-
sented and shared with audience members of all ages the music, literature and clothing of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. FIUTS itself arranged 
fieldtrips for local schools to come by and participate in these cultural exhibits through edu-
cational games and other activities creating a “world tour” experience. The exhibition of the 
Central Asian countries was well received and proved to be a popular destination for the 
young world travellers and other members of the Seattle global community.

(Reshad Amini for the Association of Central Asian Students, UW)

     Eric Owen‘s "Sister City" Art Exhibit was displayed on the northern wall of the first floor 
in Odegaard Library (UW) through the help of the Association of Central Asian Students 
(ACAS) in November 2011.  

     "Sister City" explores 15 years of an American’s life between two sister cities: Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan and Seattle, Washington, USA. Eric Owen, born and raised near Seattle, owns 
among other businesses the chain of Malika Hotels in Uzbekistan and spends half of his time 
in Seattle and the other half in Uzbekistan.  This collection documents family and community 
and what it means to be a foreigner in both countries.  
     
     Among unique questions raised are: how a foreign language can produce an accent in one’s 
mother tongue thus making that person feel somewhat like a foreigner even upon returning to 
his or her own homeland.

(Bedii Duru Altug for the Association of Central  Asian Students, UW)
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Central Asian Nations
at the FIUTS Culture Festival

“Sister City” by Eric Owen
New Paintings On Display at the UW

     
 

Current ACAS Vice-
President, Aidos Aikhojayev 
(above), playing the dombïra 
at the 2012 FIUTS Cultural 
Festival at the University of 
Washington. (AR)   

Oil on canvas painting by 
Eric Owen (bottom), 
Tashkent City, 2011.  For 
more information on the 
artwork by Eric Owen, 
please visit 
http://freshandsnappy.net/. 
(AR)
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