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     A book signing introducing Green Desert: the Life and Poetry of Olzhas Suleimenov, the 
first comprehensive translation of Olzhas Suleimenov’s poetry by Sergey Levchin and Ilya 
Bernstein  and edited by Rafis Abazov, Adjunct Assistant Professor, School of International 
and Public Affairs, Columbia University , was held on Wednesday, November 30, 2011. It 
was hosted by the Harriman Institute and presented in the International Affairs Building of 
Columbia University, New York City.

     Olzhas Suleimenov is well-known for his active public life. He founded the Nevada-
Semipalatinsk Movement (1989), which became one of the most outspoken voices for the 
closure of all nuclear testing facilities in Kazakhstan. He also co-founded the Yssyk Kөl Fo-
rum, which was established during the latter period of the Soviet Union and has been recog-
nized as an important organization of intellectuals and thinkers.  Currently,  he serves as the 
Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to UNESCO.

     While discussing the book, Mr. Suleimenov shared his candid thoughts about recent deve-
lopments in the literary world of Kazakhstan and Central Asia. He also answered questions 
from the audience.

     The speaker was introduced by the Director of the East Central European Center,  Profes-
sor Alan Timberlake who also presided over the event as a moderator. For more information 
on the event or book, please contact Alexander Metelitsa by sending an email to amm2315@
columbia.edu.
     

     The Kazakh Aul of the United States (KAUS) held its 8th annual “Zhailau, Kazakh Herit-
age Camp for Families,” July 23-28, 2012 in Moultonborough, New Hampshire. This annual 
camp is one way the KAUS, a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, promotes the culture of 
Kazakhstan.  At Zhailau, the KAUS educates and enriches both the lives of Kazakh children  
being raised in the United States and their families.
 
     The week-long camp, under the guidance of dedicated Kazakh teachers and parents, pro-
vides opportunities for boys and girls to learn the art of traditional Kazakh dance, dombïra 
playing, and language usage while observing first-hand traditional ceremonies and perfor-
mances by professionally trained Kazakh dancers and musicians. In addition, participants ex-
plore many facets of Kazakh culture including cooking, story-telling, and craftsmanship.
 
     The KAUS is already planning Zhailau 2013 to be held next July once again on beautiful 
Lake Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire. For more information or to find out how to contri-
bute or donate to this unique organization, please visit the KAUS website at 
http://www.kazakh-aul-us.org. or email info@kazakh-aul-us.org.

(Susan Saxon, Volunteer Administrative Executive Director, Kazakh Aul of the US)
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Green Desert: The Life and Poetry of Olzhas Suleimenov
Book Presentation

The Kazakh Aul of the US
“Zhailau 2012 Kazakh Heritage Camp for Families”

     
  

Above, participants of the 
“Zhailau Kazakh Heritage 
Camp for Families ”pose 
with performers of the 
betashar (“revealing of the 
face”) wedding ceremony. 
(KAUS)

Below, older participants of 
the “Zhailau 2012 Kazakh
Heritage Camp” mentored
younger participants by
reading Kazakh short 
stories to them. (KAUS)
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     The Mongol-American Cultural Association (MACA), founded by Gombojab Hangin, 
Tsorj Lama and Lobsang Khiyod, held its first Chinggis Khan memorial ceremony in 1988. 
The three original founders have since passed away, but the annual memorial has continued 
through their students. MACA’s 24th annual memorial was held on September 17, 2011 in 
Princeton NJ.

     The ceremony is an adapted version of the Ezen Khoroo commemoration held in Southern 
(Övur) Mongolia honoring the memory of the Great Khan Chinggis. The American ceremony 
began with a shamanist invocation to the spirit of Chinggis Khan followed by the Nine Yamu-
tan (Paladins) conducting a ritual process consisting of 17 steps of offerings and recitation of 
ritual texts (“Ezen Sang”, “Sarqud”, “Ocig”, “Tugel” and “Dalalga”). The texts were created 
by Gombojab Hangin based on the Ezen Khoroo recitations.

     After a 40-year separation from his homeland, Gombojab visited Southern Mongolia in 
1986 and witnessed the Ezen Khoroo rituals, then under communist control. That experience
inspired him to make the Chinggis Khan commemoration part of the American cultural land-
scape.  Gombojab believed that having a group of Mongols and Americans honor the memory 
of the Great Khan Chinggis in an open political environment was a way to preserve this im-
portant tradition free of foreign influence.

     The Nine Paladins (ritual officiants) of the 24th annual celebration were for the first time
comprised of Mongols from the six major regions of Northern and Southern Mongolia, Hazara
Afghanistan, Tuva, Buryatia and Kalmykia. This gathering of individuals from the different
areas of significant Mongolian populations fulfills Gombojab’s dream of a pan-Mongol ritual.
His spirit must surely be bursting with pride in the symbolic unity of Mongols being mani-
fested through their cultural traditions and historical connections to Chinggis Khan.

     Gombojab’s adaptation of the ritual texts was more than a simple cut-and-paste. In a desire
to return to the original shamanist roots, he removed all Buddhist references. He also modified
and added language acknowledging a diverse Mongol community consisting of people from
all the Mongol communities, anticipating that one day a celebration such as this would come 
to pass.  Equally important, Gombojab was mindful of the forces of assimilation confronting 
a Mongol-American community living in the greatest melting pot of modern times. He con-
ceived the ceremony as a force of preservation. In his adaptation of the ritual texts, Gombojab 
expressed in the purest of cultural terms his love for his adopted country, as well as his abiding 
love for his Mongol roots and homeland.

     In honoring the memory of Chinggis Khan, MACA pays homage to the three founders of 
this American commemoration. Together they led the first ceremony and shared it with us to 
continue a tradition that arose from their hearts and souls. They could not have made a greater 
contribution to their community or to their adopted country.

     The 25th Annual Chinggis Khan Ceremony will be held Saturday, November 10, 2012 in
Princeton, New Jersey.

(Sanj Altan, President, Mongol-American Cultural Association)

     

     

                                

 7

Memorial Ritual to Chinggis Khan – Alive and Well in America
(A tribute to Gombojab Hangin, Tsorj Lama and Lobsang Khiyod)

     
  

According to the sacred
rite of Ezen Khoroo the
Nine Yamutan or
Paladins (Clerics of the
Rites of Chinggis Khan)
gather in front of the
altar (above) and venerate
the spirit of the Great
Khan while beseeching
blessings. (AR)

Anda Union (below),
performed during the
Memorial Ceremony.
The group describes
itself as “music gatherers, 
digging deep into Mongol 
traditions and unearthing 
forgotten music.” (AR)
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