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     Muhammad Ali, the distinguished Uzbek poet, writer and historian, has a special place in 
contemporary Uzbek literature. Following the example of  such  outstanding poets/writers like  
the Jadids (reformers) Fitrat (1886-1938 ) and Cho’lpon (1897-1938) and the more contempor-
ary Oybek (1905-1968), he developed from a poet to a prose writer. The majority of today’s 
Uzbek literati would either start out as writers or as poets and stay with the chosen genre 
throughout their lives.

     Unique, i. e. appearing for the first time in Uzbek literature, are the topics Muhammad Ali 
courageously selected for his longer poetical works called dostonlar.  For example, in Gumbaz-
dagi Nur  (The Light on the Cupola, 1967) he presents an image of Amir Temur (r. 1370 -1405).  
Boqiy Dunyo (The Everlasting World, 1979) centers on Dukchi Eshon, the leader of an uprising 
against the Russian colonizers in 1898.  In his prose works Muhammad Ali continued with 
historical topics.

     His first historical novel Sarbadorlar (The Sarbador, lit.: those with heads on the gallows, 
1990) deals with the popular rebellion of the Sarbador against the Mongol rulers in Samarkand 
in the early 14th century. His second major prose work, consisting of the trilogy Ulug’ Saltanat  
(The Great State, 2003-2010), centers on Amir Temur and his descendents.  Muhammad Ali 
does not deal so much with facts and events but with the inner life of his characters.  In 2004 
he published Abadiy Sog‘inchlar (Eternal Longings).  It is the story of an Uzbek family who 
fled Uzbekistan during the years of Stalin’s oppression.  Concentratng on the life of a father and
his son who lived as refugees first in Afghanistan and then from 1952 on in Turkey, Muhammad 
Ali highlights their deep longings for their home country, Uzbekistan.  Said Mahmud To’ra, the 
father, instructed his son, Said Nasrullah To’ra, born in Kabul in 1940, to move back to his 
motherland if the time is right.  Soon after Uzbekistan had gained its independence, the son, 
faithful to the words of his father, returned home.  With his broad experiences as a successful 
businessman in Turkey and particularly in Germany, where he had earned a Ph.D. in 1972 from
the Technical University in Berlin, he is now the head of several business enterprises in Uzbeki-
stan and known as a generous and kind philanthropist. 

     Muhammad Ali aka received many recognitions.  In 1992 he was awarded the prestigious 
title O’zbekiston xalq yozuvchisi (Distinguished Writer of Uzbekistan) and in 2007 he received 
as the first writer the highest honor of Uzbekistan:  O’zbekiston Respublikasi Davlat Mukofoti 
(State Prize of the Republic of Uzbekistan). 
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