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New Publications 

                                                

     
Shorskii Geroicheskii Epos, Tom 1 (Shor Heroic Epics, Vol.1) by D.A. Funk. Moscow: 
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, RAS, 2010. 392 pages. 240 RUR (appr. $8.00)

     The book, written in Russian, presents four epic tales of the Shors, a small Turkic-speaking 
group residing in the southern part of Western Siberia. The texts make up a collection of stories 
that have been recorded by two well-known Shor story-tellers: Stepan Torbokov (1900-1980) 
and the last Shor singer of the heroic epics, Vladimir Tannagashev (1932-2007).  The texts con-
sist of an excerpt  from an epic tale “The Smallest Khan-Mergen” and three epics “Kara-Khan 
Riding a Black Horse”, “Khan-Mergen Riding a Forty-yard Long Dark-Yellow Horse”, and 
“Kün-Köök Who Does Not See the Sun,” edited in full size and published for the first time. 
The publication contains a detailed analytical introduction as well as ethnolinguistic notes and 
comments.

(DF)

Steppe 8, Winter 2010-11, 96 pages, Price: £10/$20 (excl.p&p)

     “The Pages of Steppe Crackle This Issue With the Energy of Little Genghis, a young boy from
the steppe who goes to live with his extended family in the big city.  Quite apart from being an
amiable companion, he is an apt metaphor for the interaction between the nomadic past and the
urban future of much of the Central Asian steppelands, and we’re delighted he’s made the leap
from drawing board to magazine.

     Also leaping to life, at least theoretically, is the Caspian Tiger, last heard of in the mid-twenti-
eth century.  New genetic reserach has shown that the extinct Caspian is, in fact, a genetic near-
identical match for the Amur tiger of Siberia.  As the battle continues to preserve tigers world-
wide during the Year of the Tiger, it is conceivable that the Amur could be reintroduced to 
Central Asia to repopulate the Caspian’s former hunting grounds.  

    In Taskent, Steppe descends into the Metro for a good look 
around.  Built in the wake of the earthquake that destroyed 
the city in 1966**, the Metro was largely modelled on 
Moscow’s more famous one.  Each of the twenty-nine stations 
is individually decorated, and we believe the underground is 
underrated.  

     Aboveground in Tashkent, we visit Caravan One, the new 
restaurant by the doyenne of Tashkent dining, Natalya 
Moussina.  While over the border in Tajikistan, we visit the 
hidden valley of the Yaghnobs, whose inhabitants suffered 
heavily under the Soviets when they were forcibly removed 
from their native mountains to work on cotton plantations in the north of the country.”*  
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Shorskii Geroicheskii Epos, Tom 1 (Shor Heroic Epics, Vol. 1)
by D.A. Funk

Steppe Magazine, Winter 2010/11
Steppe Eight

*See Lucy Kelaart’s article, “Editor’s Welcome,” Steppe Magazine, Winter 2010/11, p.3.
For more information, visit www.steppemagazine.com

**The earthquake in 1966 did not cause a complete destruction of Tashkent as the author
seems to imply (A.R.). 
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