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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

The rapidly changing world in its current course is bound to bring about, 
as many scholars assure us, some sort of desolate language wilderness.  It is well 
known that about 90% of the world’s 6,000 languages will be replaced by 
dominant languages before the end of this century.  Shall we just sit idly by 
waiting for these predictions to come true?  Working together with the Central-
Inner Asian Studies Seminar, University of Washington (Seattle), The Journal of 
Central and Inner Asian Dialogue (JCIAD) through its biannual newsletters and 
now with the long awaited first issue, which we are excited to share, has taken an 
unprecedented first step in treating national or especially lesser used languages 
on par with the major academic ones.  By doing so we look forward to expanding 
the languages’ spheres of usage that hitherto have often had little or no chance of 
being included within academic discussions. 

Nearly two and a half decades ago, one of my elder German colleagues 
advised me against speaking about what are deemed poor or rich, bad or good 
academic traditions, but rather to focus on the different scientific paradigms.  It 
might well be acceptable (and I personally have connected with this piece of 
advice), but nevertheless the approach, in fact, fails to help us understand the 
quite different academic approaches based on remarkably varying worldviews. 
Working on this problem was our next main goal.  By allowing our colleagues 
from the various parts of Central and Inner Asia (in the broadest sense of the 
word Asia) to communicate in their own voices, we are hopeful of a more 
inclusive and thereby fruitful academic and cultural dialogue.  The basis of this 
dialogue requires a comparative examination of the beautiful world we share 
and naturally of an adherence to a strict quality of scholarship.  In other words, 
JCIAD seeks to re-open and establish a suitable platform for academic exchange 
connecting scholars of the region with one another and with those from around 
the world.  It is insofar of great value as we are speaking about Asian cultures, 
from which we have so much to learn.  Just imagine the eons of human 
experiences and the remarkable history of survival waiting to be shared! 

Because of JCIAD’s unique endeavor, broad inclusion, and need to work 
across national boundaries, there have been and will continue to be unforeseen 
dilemmas dealing with language, reference citation, translation, and 
transliteration, among other issues.  In many places, for instance, a unified 
standard for punctuation and capitalization within citations has yet to be 
adopted.  Until an agreed upon format is accepted, JCIAD, following in the 
footsteps of predecessors like Nicholas Poppe, encourages contributors to be 
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guided by respect for the Central and Inner Asian languages and for the efforts 
of the individual authors, whether Central/Inner Asian or French or German, 
when providing translations of titles, quotations, etc.  Above all, we as scholars 
have an obligation to both learn from our peers and to be kind to the reader. 

With the help of our first issue's authors we have merely touched upon 
some of the important points in the history of Central and Inner Asian research, 
in studying its culture including aspects of poetry and languages.  There is much 
left to be done and therefore our Journal relies on active participation from you, 
the Reader.  Your contribution of papers, translations, and book reviews not only 
keeps this dialogue both meaningful and invigorating, but also ensures a 
balanced representation of the various peoples and regions of Central and Inner 
Asia.  

We at JCIAD would like to also express our sincerest gratitude to 
everyone from the various regions of the world, both far and wide, who took 
part in making this first issue possible.  The selfless determination and energy of 
so many individuals and organizations have allowed our endeavors through the 
Journal and its Newsletter to come to fruition.   

  I hope you will enjoy reading the Journal of Central and Inner Asian 
Dialogue. 

Dmitry Funk  
Senior Editor 

 
 


