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In 2014, MSU student 
participants engaging in 
field research traveled to 
Kazakhstan.  The trip is one 
of many month-long trips 
that give students a rare 
opportunity to gather 
valuable research material 
and to engage local peoples. 
(AR)

Department of Ethnology at MSU 
Students and Faculty Expand

Research Opportunities
by Yulia Konovalova* 

Students and faculty members of the Department of Ethnology at Moscow State 
University (MSU) have recently realized a number of academic-oriented research and 
learning objectives and projects.  Immediate and long-term goals are oriented to 
provide knowledge-based programs that would benefit both the university and the 
surrounding general community, build communication bridges between MSU and 
other national and international universities, and create field research opportunities 
for students and faculty.

More immediately, the Department of Ethnology is currently implementing 
changes that will improve the overall quality of its existing website 
(http://hist.msu.ru/Departments/Ethn/index.html).  With these changes, the depart-
ment foresees a more informative, convenient and interactive web portal for prospec-
tive students interested in enrolling within our department.  To achieve this, a part of 
the site’s focus will shift to archiving the sizeable collection of articles published by 
the department’s faculty members.

Because most published manuscripts are printed in limited editions or are inacces-
sible to students, outside researchers and non-faculty members, the site will be 
unique in creating an open and readily available electronic database for anthropolo-
gists and other interested readers.  The department’s student body is playing an 
integral role in the website’s development.  Logo designs have been created and 
submitted by students as part of a departmental competition initiated by Prof. 
Dmitry Funk, the department’s Chair.

The Department of 
Ethnology is also work-
ing on compiling an 
electronic journal.  The 
electronic journal, an 
endeavor that includes 
cooperation with other 
universities across 
Russia, will allow 
students to contribute 
to various academic 
fields by sharing 
manuscripts detailing 
ongoing research and 
data.

With the department’s student body taking a proactive approach in ensuring that 
scholarly material is accessible to the larger academic community, Prof. Funk and his 
colleagues have introduced courses that benefit the development and interest of 
students in the department.  Of these courses are “Introduction to Linguistis for 
Anthropologists, ”Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology,” a course  given by Prof. 
Anna Dybo in Russian, “Evolutionary Foundations of Human Behavior,” by Marina 
Butovskaya, and “American Indians: Histories and Cultures,” and “The Anthropol-
ogy of Space,” both by Andrew Wigit (in English).
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Pictured above: Yulia 
Konovalova, an under-
graduate student within the 
Department of Ethnology at 
MSU.  (AR)

Pictured below: A photo of 
a toddler imitating his 
Kazakh elders giving 
blessings.  (AR)

(continued from previous page)
At the heart of the department’s endeavors are research-based field trips.  During 

these excursions students are able to immerse themselves within their area of study, 
whether it is anthropological, archeological, linguistic, or ethnological.  These 
month-long trips give students a rare opportunity to collect research material and 
to engage the local peo-
ples—essential ele-
ments to any academic 
pursuit.  Past trips have 
seen students explore 
the vast areas of the 
Volga River Basin, 
Russian North  regions, 
the Caucasus, Central 
Asia and the Far North-
Eastern areas of Chu-
kotka. 

There is hope that 
upcoming research trips 
will lead our fellow student-researchers to Kazakhstan and Sakhalin.  The initiative 
has already undertaken field-trips to Kemerovo region, to the Teleuts and Shors.  
While there, nine students were actively engaged in collecting scores of valuable 
research data, including transcripts, interviews, photos, and objects—many of which 
benefit the department’s museum.  A new exhibit, for example, was procured by the 
National Museum of Finland by Prof. Funk.  Consisting of pictures taken some 100 
years ago among the Nenets, Selkups, Kamassisntsy and Russians in Siberia by 
famous Kai Donner, the exhibit is due to open this year.  With this and other projects 
supported by the Russian Foundation for Humanities (two led by Prof. Funk and one 
by an elder colleague, Prof. Victor Karlov), the department continues making 
advancements in the fields of linguistics, ethnology and anthrolopogy.

*About the Author

Yulia Konovalova is a fourth-year Bachelor’s student at Moscow State University. 
She describes herself as an ordinary girl from a small province and is honored to 
study within the Ethnology Department at MSU, where she is able to work with 
people invested in research projects. She has recently completed a field-research 
expedition in Siberia and describes the experience as very impactful. She looks 
forward to continuing her bachelor’s research on Turkic youth in Siberia.
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 The most recent volume of 
The Silk Road, above, was 
published in 2012.

Professor Emeritus Daniel 
C. Waugh, below, editor of
The Silk Road, is a prolific 
writer and scholar, author 
of more than 200 publica-
tions.  He taught for 34 
years at the University of 
Washington, continues to 
give public lectures, and is 
Project Coordinator for Silk 
Road Seattle, an extensive 
on-line collection of educa-
tional materials.²  (AR) 

Commemorating Ten Years of The Silk Road
by Daniel C. Waugh, Editor, The Silk Road

In 2003, the Silkroad Foundation, a non-profit organization which supports educa-
tional programs about “the Silk Roads,” introduced The Silk Road as a semi-annual 
newsletter.  This year marks the journal’s tenth year of circulation; it is now an 
annual publication with only a single issue each year (the forthcoming number is 
Volume 11, though a total of seventeen numbers have been published to date).

 
Daniel C. Waugh (Professor Emeritus, University of Washington) took over as 

editor with issue no. 2 and has overseen the growth of the journal from its slim 
original newsletter to a substantial annual volume of some 200 pages.  The original 
inspiration was to provide general educational articles and news relating to the Silk 
Roads, highlighting programs (lectures, for example) which the Foundation supports.  
In expanding the journal, Silkroad Foundation has kept the original goal of meeting 
the interests of a broad audience, while continuing to publish news and reports on 
current research projects—i.e., archaeological excavations.

Its particular niche is its broad compass and appeal.  The content ranges broadly 
over Central and Inner Asia, including to date material on archaeology in Mongolia 
and Iran, on Buddhism, on Islamic architecture, on the culture of the Sogdians and on 
Viking trade routes to the East that brought massive quantities of Arab dirhams¹ to 
northern Europe. Some articles focus on ethnographic descriptions of customs 
amongst peoples of Central Asia.  Among the distinguished specialists who have 
published in the journal are Nicola di Cosmo, Susan Whitfield, Étienne de la 
Vaissière, Boris Marshak, Wang Binghua, Al Dien, Judith Lerner and Morris Rossabi. 
To a degree the published articles overlap in focus with those published by the two 
other leading annuals devoted to the Silk Roads−the Bulletin of the Asia Institute and 
the Journal of Inner Asian Art and Archaeology—but are aimed at a more specialized 
readership.  

  
While the The Silk Road is aimed for a general audience, it contains a mix of both 

general and detailed articles, including photo essays, and in more recent issues, book 
reviews and book notices.  Each issue is extensively illustrated, the on-line version 
using color, the print version black-and-white.  Beginning with the next volume (no. 
11, 2013) the print version will include a color insert.  Also setting The Silk Road apart 
from other journals is the inclusion of works of scholars in the early stages of their 
careers, some of them graduate students.  Additionally, since the editor is trained as a 
Russia specialist, the journal is able to present Russian scholarship in English. 

The journal is freely available on-line at 
<http://www.silkroadfoundation.org/toc/newsletter.html> and is printed for limited 
distribution free of charge to academic libraries.  Individual subscriptions to the print 
edition cannot be accepted.  The journal encourages submissions both from academ-
ics and from others with a serious interest in the cultures of “the Silk Roads.” Mate-
rial should be sent to the editor, Daniel Waugh, at <dwaugh@u.washington.edu>. 
Guidelines for authors are linked to the website.

Notes:

1.  A dirham is a silver coin which was standard currency throughout much of the 
Islamic world in the early centuries of Islam. 

2.  For more information on Silk Road Seattle, visit 
http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/ 
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