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Hunters, above, Gouache, 
Ink and Watercolor on 
Cotton with Handmade 
Gesso, 50x34". 

Steppe Warriors, below, 
Gouache, Ink and Water-
color on Cotton with 
Handmade Gesso, 35x25".  

Photos provided courtesy of 
The Shooting Gallery.  For 
more information on the 
artwork, please visit 
http://www.shootinggallerys
f.com.

Programs and Events

Steppe Warriors:  A Solo Show by Zaya
by Jennifer Goff

 Shooting Gallery presented Steppe Warriors, a solo exhibition by Zaya, featuring 
twelve ink and watercolor paintings inspired by the Mongolian horsemen history of 
Chinggis Khan (more commonly known in the U.S. by the Persian spelling Ghengis 
khan.) Through watercolors, gouache and mixed media, the artist brings a new life to 
the styles and themes of Mongolian traditional painting with the addition of Japanese 
techniques and contemporary Asian art influences. The opening reception was held 
on Saturday, December 15th, from seven to 11pm, and was free and open to the 
public for viewing through January 5th, 2013.

Born in 1975 in a dry, desert town of Southwestern Mongolia, artist Zayasaikhan 
Samuu, known as Zaya, began his life within a place of rich cultural history that 
much of the world knows little about. The extensive warfare of the Mongol Empire 
and its incredible expansion under the rule of Chinggis khan inspires a wealth of 
powerful imagery in Steppe Warriors, but perhaps even more powerful are the scenes 
of daily life, honoring the Central Asian nomadic lifestyle and a people who have 
flourished amidst harsh climates and religious censure. First converted to Buddhism 
in the late thirteenth century, the Mongols’ culture is one undeniably shaped by 
Tibetan spirituality, though Buddhism was outlawed as much of Mongolia’s heritage 
was repressed during the country’s most strident communist era beginning in the 
1930s. The late eighties marked a lessening of oppression in a restructuring move-
ment akin to the Soviet’s perestroika, called shinechel by Mongolians, and with it the 
customs and values of Zaya’s country began to resurface, inspiring his artistic talents.

Utilizing a detail-driven style, Zaya has said he is set on “evangelizing Mongolian 
art through a contemporary oeuvre that suggests antiquity,” and he is doing so with 
remarkable skill.¹ Both warriors and royalty are depicted with the same sleek grace 
and fluid line work. The volatile movement of the battle and hunting scenes of Steppe 
Warriors are visually balanced in the exhibition by tranquil portraits, composed with 
elegant costumes and hairstyles drawn directly from nomadic aristocracy. 

After a two year period as a monk, Zaya enrolled at the Soyol Fine Art College in 
Ulaanbaatar to study traditional Mongolian fine arts. He continued his artistic studies 
at the Institute of Fine Art at the Mongolian University of Culture and Art, graduat-
ing in 2002 and beginning to work as an artist. In recent years, Zaya has joined the 
international community of artists, with shows in the USA, Australia, Japan, Europe, 
China, Russia, India, Korea and Mongolia.

The Shooting Gallery opened its doors in 2003 to the historic Tenderloin district of 
San Francisco, known for its lively street culture. Giarla recognizes how important it 
is to provide unconventional artists, like Zaya, with a platform for their work, which 
is exactly what Shooting Gallery has done for nearly a decade.  

(Jennifer Goff for The Shooting Gallery)

Notes:

1.  Zaya, interview by Justin Giarla, founder/owner/curator, The Shooting Gallery. 
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Pictured above: Chair 
Oguljan Young and daugh-
ters Chemen and Ayjemal 
pose with one group of 
Turkmen dancers.

Pictured below: Dancers 
with drums and costumes 
show synchronized skills.

Programs and Events
Turkmens Visit Albuquerque: 

Cultural Exchange an "Unqualified Success"
by Oguljan Young 

Over 70 musicians, dancers and officials from Turkmenistan, as well as US State 
Department officials visited Albuquerque December 4-7, 2013.

 
The visit to the U.S. was sponsored by the U.S. State Department, the Turkmenistan 

Ministry of Culture and Albuquerque Sister Cities.  The Albuquerque visit was the 
last of a three-stop tour for the Turkmens that included performances and visits to 
New York City and Washington, DC, with the final stop in Albuquerque.

 
Ashgabat, the capital of Turkmenistan, has been twinned with Albuquerque since 

1990. The city is the heart of Turkmenistan’s government, industry and culture.
 
According to Oguljan Young, coordinator for the Albuquerque Sister Cities 

relationship with Ashgabat, "We wanted the experience of these young people to be 
as meaningful to learn about life in the U.S. as our learning about the culture of 
Turkmenistan."

 
As a result, the volunteers put together 

visits for the performers and officials to 
the Albuquerque Bio-Park, the Explora! 
Museum, the Albuquerque Museum for a 
lecture on New Mexico history, Coronado 
Center and Best Buy for shopping, and 
even the Frontier Restaurant for breakfast 
and a "real" Albuquerque experience.

A breakfast reception for the Turkmen 
visitors was held at the Balloon Museum 
with tours of the exhibits following the re-
ception.

 
Albuquerque Sister Cities' volunteer Mellie Myers, who lived in Turkmenistan for 

two years, hosted the seventy-plus Turkmens for a pot-luck in her home.
 
A favorite of the visitors was the Explora! Museum, a hands-on children's science 

museum with many fascinating displays and activities.
 
The culmination of the visit was a performance by the Turkmen musicians and 

dance groups at the Hyatt downtown on Friday evening.  Over 600 Albuquerque 
citizens attended, an unexpectedly large turnout, as well as Turkmenistan's Minister 
of Culture, Ms. Guncha Mammedova, and representatives from the Ashgabat 
Mayor's Office and the Turkmenistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

 
The performance included traditional folk music, beautiful balletic and rigorous 

folk dances as well as modern music—all performed by talented Turkmen perform-
ers, many of whom are considered in Turkmenistan to be "Honored Artists."  The 
culmination of the performance was a major dance and musical number saluting the 
relationship between Turkmenistan and the United States.  

 

 
 

Honored Turkmen Artist Jemal Saparova performs 
traditional songs. 
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Pictured above:  Turkmen 
dancers performing folk 
dances.

Pictured below: Pojoaque 
Buffalo Dancers

(continued from previous page)
Reflecting the importance of the inter-cultural event, Nakotah LaRance, accompa-

nied by his father Steve LaRance, performed an American Indian "Hoop Dance" and 
members of the National Institute of Flamenco in Albuquerque performed several 
traditional Spanish dances.  Members of the Pueblo of Pojoaque Dance Group also 
performed a Buffalo Dance.
 

The unqualified success of this visit was made possible by the hard work and 
dedication of our Albuquerque Sister Cities' volunteers," said Richard Buckler, 
President, Albuquerque Sister Cities Foundation, "This visit will go a long way 
towards furthering our Sister Cities relationship with Ashgabat and the country of 
Turkmenistan."
 

Some of the Sister Cities volunteers who made the visit happen were:  Richard and 
Mary Hope Buckler, Oguljan Young, Nathan Young, Chuck Larrabee, Vic Dawley, 
Carol Dawley, Baymuhammet Dadebayev, Amelia Myer, Alana McGrattan, Tenaya 
Torres-Tellez, Maria Amaya , Susan Koestner, Alma Solis, Steve LaRance, Kirt 
Edwards, Neal Copperman as well as Beatriz Rivera, Randy Trask and Chuy Marti-
nez from the City of Albuquerque and Dr. David Hsi, a member of both the Board at 
the Explora! Museum and Albuquerque Sister Cities.
 

Sponsors of the visit were, in addition to the City of Albuquerque and the Albu-
querque Sister Cities Foundation, the Hyatt Regency Downtown, Explora! Museum, 
AMP Concerts, the National Insititute of Flamenco and the Pueblo of Pojoaque.

(Oguljan Young for the Albuquerque Sister Cities relationship with Ashgabat)

 

Albuquerque-Ashgabat Committee founder Sally-Alice 
Thompson poses with Turkmenistan Minister of Culture, 
Guncha Mammedova
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